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Prof Wang Qingjie

UMDF Distinguished Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies

As a well-known and eminent scholar in both European philosophy and Comparative Philosophy, Prof
Wang Qingjie is currently a distinguished professor at the Department of Philosophy and Religious
Studies, Faculty of Arts and Humanities. Prof Wang has more than 35 years of experience in Teaching
and research in the United States and the Chinese Mainland. As for how to define philosophy, Prof Wang
explains, ‘An unexamined life is not worth living. If we agree with Socrates's statement that philosophical
examination is part of human nature, then the question of what philosophy is becomes a question of
what man is, or more precisely, what | am. In this way, we come to the most fundamental question of
philosophy - one of the maxims inscribed on the forecourt of the ancient Greek temple of Apollo - Know Thyself!

Prof Wang joined the university in the fall of 2019 and has been committed to enhancing students'’
understanding of contemporary philosophical views on the times and the value of life. During the
difficult time of last year, Prof Wang organised a number of online academic lectures and conferences.
He invited Sébastien Billioud, professor of Chinese Studies at the Université de Paris, to share his views
on the historical significance of the revival of Confucianism over the past 20 years. Another seminar was
held on the topic of the reception of Heidegger's philosophy in China and Japan, attracting scholars
from Europe, Japan, the Mainland, Hong Kong and Macao. Prof Wang was also specially invited by
Jilin University and Soochow University to hold online lectures and academic sharing. ‘Through various
teaching channels, | wish to open a window of philosophical thinking for students.’

Today, with the rise of globalisation, exploring the significance of a shared destiny for mankind from a
philosophical point of view is also one of Prof Wang's research interests. 'l still remember that when | first
came to Macao, | was invited by the Macao government to a seminar in the context of consolidating and
building regional cooperation. | offered advice to the MSAR government regarding legal governance
and integration into the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area based on the conceptual and
philosophical implications of a shared community. The related research paper was later included in Law
and Ethics, published by the Social Sciences Academic Press (China).’




